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(a)                                                                                               (b) 

(a) From Left: Dr. Atul Vyas (Registrar), Prof. Prabal Talukdar (Head, ME), Prof. S.K. Saha (Me), Prof. 

Rangan Banerjee (Director), Prof. A.K. Nema (Deputy Director, Operations), and Mr. N. Bhaskar (Joint 

Registrar, Director’s Office); (b) Prof. Prabal Talukdar (Head, ME) and Prof. S.K. Saha 

 

Title of my experience sharing is “Clubs to Company!” 

I came to academics in 1996 leaving a corporate job with Toshiba Corporation in Japan after my PhD at 

McGill in Canada to share my life experiences till then with the young students to take part in building a 

better and stronger India academically, technically, and professionally. However, when I started 

implementing my above concept in my classes, I soon realized that the students were not mentally 

prepared to receive those messages as they were more focused on content-based learning of the course. 

Hence, I was looking for a different strategy, when the opportunity to open an SAE club, i.e., Society of 

Automotive Engineers, came in 1997. SAE’s slogan is “for advancing mobility in Land, Sea, Air, and 

Space.” As a result, with the introduction of Robocon competitions in India few students from the SAE 

club took part in Robocon 2003 and reached semi-finals. Soon, those students started calling themselves 

Robotics Club members of IIT Delhi. That was how the club was born in 2002, and we will celebrate 

our Silver Jubilee re-union next year with almost 70+ ex-students of the club. 

I was convinced by then that the classroom teachings can be well-complimented with hands-on 

“competition-based” learnings to make our students more creative learners for better employability or to 

become an entrepreneur or a sincere researcher. For your information, RoboMuse 5.0 is an Autonomous 

Mobile Robot licensed to SVR Robotics in Pune that has fundamentally emerged from the club 



activities, and another company Peer Robotics incubated by our Robotics Club Members (Mr. Rishabh 

Agarwal) whose product’s basic configuration is also RoboMuse 5.0. 

Period 2003-2010: The Robocon team was national champion in 2007 when IIT Delhi represented India 

in Vietnam. Our Golden Year! A series of Robocon robots later made significant impact in the minds of 

IIT Delhi experts who convinced BARC, Mumbai to work with us, instead of IIT Bombay, to build a 

Programme for Autonomous Robotics (PAR) in 2010. It later led to the formation of CoE-BIRD, i.e., 

Biologically Inspired Robots and Drones, and M. Tech in Robotics. 

Comes 2014, when I was assigned to take PIship of RuTAG (Rural Technology Action Group) funded 

by the Office of the PSA. While fulfilling its objectives, I realized that its concept should be spread 

among the students of IIT Delhi. Hence, a RuTAG club was conceptualized with those who were 

contributing to the RuTAG activities to connect their minds with the society, and “researchize” the rural 

problems into innovative research domains which are not only refreshing but also very much “Indian,” 

rather than borrowed from elsewhere.   

Final showdown came in 2020, when IHFC, i.e., I-Hub Foundation for Cobotics, was formed as a 

Section-8 company with the seed grant of DST under its National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-

Physical Systems or NM-ICPS. I was entrusted by the director to lead it as the Project Director. For last 

six years, I have transformed myself into an entrepreneurial faculty from an academic faculty. Thanks to 

both the directors (both Prof. Ramgopal Rao and Prof. Rangan Banerjee) for having confidence in me. 

IHFC has now taught me how to inspire faculty to convert their fundamental research into valuable 

products. 

At the end, I MUST admit that I am TRULY indebted to the institute for not only giving me the best 

environment to grow as a fulfilling faculty and a happy human being but also saving my family. 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak on my superannuation, which is like the beginning of 

a new inning for me when I must bowl, i.e., utilize my “clubs to company” experiences for the benefit of 

society.  

Jai Hind! 

Wishes from Ex-Students and Others 

Riby  (IIT Jodhpur) 

Dear Prof. Saha, 

I would like to thank you for all your guidance, advice, and mentoring in many of our lives over the years. 

Your guidance and advice have shaped our perspective on research, learning, work, and professionalism. 

This has definitely been a great lodestone for us. 

As you are superannuating, let me wish you all the best for another phase of activity, maybe in a different 

form. Also wish you many successes for all the initiatives you have launched throughout the country over all 

these years. 

 



Dr. Anil Sharma  (Ph.D. Student (2014–2020)) 

Dear Prof. Saha, 

Very good morning. 

I am deeply grateful for your guidance, patience, and belief in my potential, which have shaped the 

researcher and person I am today. 

Thanks and Regards, 

Anil 

Suril  (IIT Delhi) 

Dear Sir, 

Heartfelt congratulations on your superannuation. Your guidance, dedication, and contributions have 

been truly inspiring. Wishing you good health, happiness, and a fulfilling new chapter ahead. It has been 

a privilege to learn from and be associated with you. 

Warm regards, 

Suril 

Harsh Sharma  (Project Staff) 

Respected Sir, 

Happy Retirement! It’s hard to believe this day is already here, but today marks the end of an incredible 

journey and the start of a well-deserved new chapter. 

Looking back over the last 9 years, I am so grateful for everything you’ve done for me. You did not just 

manage my work—you took me under your wing, taught me with endless patience, and guided beach 

and every twist and turn. You’ve been a true mentor, teacher, and role model, and your kindness and 

humility have meant more to me than I can say. 

I hope this next chapter brings you plenty of rest, time to dive into your favorite hobbies, and wonderful 

moments with your family. 

Thank you for everything, Prof. Saha. Wishing you all the happiness and health in the world! 

Warmly, 

Harsh Sharma 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tribute Frame and Birthday Celebration of Prof. S.K. Saha in the Mechatronics Laboratory, IIT Delhi 

 

Group Photo at Mechatronics Lab., IIT Delhi, and Birthday Greeting Card by Harsh Sharma 

What Sampark (Hindi Newsletter of IIT Delhi) writes about Prof. S.K. Saha 

 

 



 


